Tracheobronchial foreign bodies in children: imaging assessment.
Tracheobronchial foreign-body aspiration is a relatively frequent pediatric emergency and a cause of substantial morbidity and mortality especially in preschool children. Although foreign-body aspiration may cause sudden airway obstruction and subsequent death, quite often symptoms are mild and nonspecific; therefore, the correct diagnosis may be delayed particularly in the pediatric population. A delay in diagnosis increases the rate of complications and can cause substantial morbidity. Early and accurate diagnosis combined with intervention through foreign-body retrieval is critical for proper patient management. For evaluation of both radiopaque and non-radiopaque airway foreign bodies in pediatric patients, imaging plays an important role in initial detection and follow-up evaluation. In this article, we discuss the currently available imaging modalities and techniques for evaluating tracheobronchial foreign bodies in infants and children. Imaging findings of various tracheobronchial foreign bodies and mimics of foreign bodies are also discussed. In addition, information regarding management of tracheobronchial foreign-body aspiration is included.